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The Vision for Black Lives is a collaboratively sourced document drawing on the wisdom of 
the Movement for Black Lives’ ecosystem of over 170 Black-led organizations. We are 
deeply grateful to each of the authors and contributors to these policy briefs, to the 
members of the M4BL Policy Table who reviewed them, and to the external experts who 
contributed their time and brilliance to perfecting them. We want to specifically 
acknowledge and express our deepest gratitude, respect, and appreciation to the Harriet 
Tubman Collective, Black Women’s Blueprint, and many individual Black feminists and 
Black trans women for calling us into more deeply integrating a Black queer and trans 
feminist lens and a disability justice analysis throughout the Vision. We also want to 
acknowledge with profound appreciation everyone who participated in the visioning and 
writing retreats that informed the process of researching, deepening, expanding, and 
updating the Vision for Black Lives 2020. Sincere appreciation to all of our translators and 
ASL interpreters for helping to make our Vision accessible to more of the fullness of Black 
communities. Finally, we are deeply grateful to Matters of the Earth for rendering our Vision 
so beautifully.

Third parties do not have permission 
to commercially distribute the 
contents of this document and/or 
M4BL’s intellectual property, without 
prior permission from the authors. 

If copying this toolkit for 
non-commercial use by third parties, 
attribution goes to the authors of 
these policy briefs and the Movement 
for Black Lives. Copyright @ M4BL 
2020. All rights reserved.
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https://harriettubmancollective.tumblr.com/
https://harriettubmancollective.tumblr.com/
https://www.blackwomensblueprint.org/


The Movement for Black Lives (M4BL) 
launched the Vision for Black Lives, a 
comprehensive and visionary policy agenda 
for the post-Ferguson Black liberation 
movement, in August of 2016. The Vision, 
endorsed by over 50 Black-led 
organizations in the M4BL ecosystem and 
hundreds of allied organizations and 
individuals, has since inspired campaigns 
across the country to achieve its goals, 
including campaigns to end money bail, 
divest from policing and invest in 
community needs, and build political 
power. During that time, we have also 
produced critical popular educational 
tools, webinars, and teach-ins to support 
our movements to actualize the vision, 
including a bail reform curriculum and 
reparations toolkit.

The Vision for Black Lives is an iterative 
project, a call and response leading us 
toward our North Star. Over the past several 
years we have updated the policy briefs 
accompanying each of our demands to 
reflect the dramatically changed political 
climate and legislative and policy 
landscape since the Vision was launched, 
and in response to calls to deepen, expand, 
and center a Black queer and trans feminist 
and disability justice analysis in the 
platform. 
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We plan to continue update the policy 
briefs going forward to ensure that the 
V4BL remains a dynamic and timely 
document charting the path to freedom for 
Black people in the U.S.
diaspora.

Please note that the contents of this 
document were completed before the onset 
of the COVI19 pandemic or the 2020 
uprisings - please visit the policy platforms 
specific to the pandemic and demands to 
#DefundPolice at m4bl.org

https://m4bl.org/covid-19-platform/
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After three years of consultations, writing 
retreats and Zoom sessions, research and 
outreach, we are relaunching the Vision 
for Black Lives 2020. We will be rolling 
out revised, updated, and expanded 
policy briefs for each of the six planks of 
the platform over the coming months, 
leading up to a National Black Convention 
in the summer of 2020. We begin with the 
first plank of our Vision: End the War on 
Black People, released on Juneteenth as 
we converge across the country in 
resistance to police and state sanctioned 
violence. 

This document does not represent the 
entirety of our Vision - it is only the first 
section of six, and focuses on state 
violence. We will be re-releasing revised 
and expanded policy briefs in each of the 
remaining sections of the Vision - 
Reparations, Economic Justice, 
Invest/Divest, Community Control and 
Political Power - over the course of 2020.

The policy briefs accompanying each 
demand of the Vision for Black Lives are 
intended to offer a concise, yet expansive, 
nuanced, and intersectional analysis of 
the problem we are tackling, bolstered by 
facts and figures, an aspirational 
description of the solution we are seeking 
- the vision of the new world we are 
seeking to build - and a list of federal, 
state, and local legislative, policy and 
program steps that will help bring us 
closer to our vision. 

In addition to helping us shape our 
advocacy efforts toward a shared vision 
and goals, the policy briefs will serve as 
important tools during this election 
season to help us assess and push 
candidate platforms, and to articulate 
and advance our vision within the broader 
coalitions we lead, such as The Rising 
Majority.

Each policy brief includes:
● a summary sheet, 
● an introduction to the issue, 
● a detailed assessment of the 

problem we seek to address, 
● our vision for change, 
● a list of federal, state, and local 

legislation representing steps 
toward achieving the vision, 

● resources and organizations 
working to achieve policy change, 

● authors and contributors, and 
● a list of related briefs. 

We are deeply committed to making the 
Vision for Black Lives accessible to all 
members of Black communities through 
translation into languages commonly 
spoken in the Black diaspora, including 
American Sign Language, and creation of 
audio recordings and visual 
representations of the policy briefs. 

We are profoundly grateful and indebted 
to everyone who has been part of 
drafting, challenging, researching, and 
revising the Vision and accompanying 
policy briefs, and to all who have pushed 
us to acknowledge and be accountable 
for our limitations, expand our analysis 
and reach for the highest version of our 
vision.

https://therisingmajority.com/
https://therisingmajority.com/


Black life and dignity require Black 
political will and power. Despite 
constant exploitation and perpetual 
oppression, Black people have bravely 
and brilliantly been a driving force 
pushing toward collective liberation. In 
recent years, we have taken to the 
streets, launched massive campaigns, 
and impacted elections, but our 
elected leaders have failed to address 
the legitimate demands of our 
Movement. We can no longer wait.

In response to the sustained and 
increasingly visible violence against 
Black communities in the U.S. and 
globally, a collective of more than 50 
organizations representing thousands 
of Black people from across the 
country came together in 2015 with 
renewed energy and purpose to 
articulate a common vision and 
agenda. We are a collective that 
centers, and is led by and rooted in, 
Black communities. And we recognize 
our shared struggle with all oppressed 
people: collective liberation will be a 
product of all of our work.

We are intentional about amplifying the 
particular experiences of racial, 
economic, and gender-based state and 
interpersonal violence that Black 
women, queer, trans, gender 
nonconforming, intersex, and disabled 
people face. Cisheteropatriarchy and 
ableism are central and instrumental to 
anti-Blackness and racial capitalism, 
and have been internalized within our 
communities and movements. 

There can be no liberation for all Black 
people if we do not center and fight for 
members of our communities who are 
living at the intersections of multiple 
and mutually reinforcing structures of 
oppression.

We believe in elevating the experiences 
and leadership of the most marginalized 
Black people, including, but not limited 
to, women, femmes, queer, trans, gender 
nonconforming, intersex, Muslim, 
disabled, D/deaf, and autistic people, 
people living with HIV, people who are 
criminalized, formerly and currently 
incarcerated, detained or 
institutionalized, migrants, including 
undocumented migrants, low and 
no-income, cash poor, and working 
class, homeless and precariously 
housed people, people who are 
dependent on criminalized substances, 
youth, and elders. It is our hope that by 
working together to create and amplify 
a shared agenda, we can continue to 
move towards a world in which the full 
humanity and dignity of all people is 
recognized.
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We recognize that building toward 
this world requires us to make 
demands of a state which has 
consistently created conditions of 
violence, deprivation, and exclusion 
for Black people, and to enter into a 
new covenant with each other. We 
seek solutions to violence within our 
communities that do not lie in the 
violence of a state and institutions 
created to destroy us, but in 
self-governance and mutual 
commitment and responsibility to 
each other’s safety and well being. 
We are committed to uprooting the 
ableism and cisheteropatriarchy we 
have internalized, and to 
transforming the conditions that 
drive sexual, gender-based, 
homophobic, transphobic, abelist, 
and other forms of violence in our 
communities.

While this platform is focused on 
domestic policies, we know that 
cisheteropatriarchy, ableism, 
exploitative racial capitalism, 
imperialism, militarism, and white 
supremacy and nationalism are 
global structures. We move in 
solidarity with our international 
family against the ravages of global 
racial capitalism and anti-Black 
racism, human-made climate 
change, Islamophobia, war, and 
exploitation. We join with 
descendants of African people all 
over the world in an ongoing call 
and struggle for reparations for the 
historic and continuing harms of 
colonialism and slavery, including 
structural and systemic sexual and 
gender-based violence, and we 
recognize and honor the rights and 

struggle of our global Indigenous 
family for reparations, land, 
sovereignty, and self-determination.

We have created this platform to 
articulate and support the ambitions 
and work of Black people toward 
our collective liberation. We also 
seek to intervene in the current 
political climate and assert a clear 
vision, particularly for those who 
claim to be our allies, of the world 
we want them to help us create. We 
reject false solutions which place 
profit over people, and rely on 
surveillance, policing, punishment, 
and exile to address every form of 
harm, need, and conflict. We believe 
we can achieve complete abolition 
and reimagination of current 
systems. We are already dreaming 
and practicing the world we want to 
live in.

Together, we demand an end to the 
wars against Black people. We 
demand repair for the harms that 
have been done to Black 
communities, in the form of 
reparations and targeted long- term 
investments. We demand economic 
justice. We demand defunding and 
dismantling of the systems and 
institutions that criminalize, control, 
and cage us. We demand 
divestment from ideologies, laws, 
policies, and practices that harm us, 
and investment in our communities 
and movements. We demand 
political power and community 
control over the institutions which 
govern our lives. 

We demand nothing short of 
liberation.
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We offer this renewed vision in the 
historic Black tradition of call and 
response, of principled struggle, and 
in a continued commitment to 
deepen our analysis, broaden our 
visions, and respond to changing 
conditions. We will continue to 
update the vision and our roadmaps 
in an iterative process leading us 
toward our North Star, as our 
movements, and the conditions we 
struggle in, grow and evolve.

– Juneteenth 2020

We have come together now 
because we believe it is time to 
forge a new covenant. We are 
dreamers and doers. This document 
articulates our vision of a 
fundamentally different world. And it 
recognizes the need to fight for 
policies that address the immediate 
suffering of Black people. These 
policies, while less transformational, 
are necessary to address the current 
material conditions of our people, 
and will better equip us to win the 
world we demand and deserve. We 
recognize that not all of our 
collective needs and visions can be 
translated into policy, and we 
understand that policy change is 
one of many strategies necessary to 
move us towards the world we 
envision. The policy briefs linked to 
each demand provide roadmaps and 
incremental steps to get there, 
elevate the brave and 
transformative work our people are 
already engaged in, and build on 
some of the best thinking and 
dreaming in our history of struggle.

This agenda continues the legacy of 
our ancestors who pushed for 
reparations, Black self- 
determination, and community 
control, and propels new iterations 
of movements for reproductive 
justice, gender justice, disability 
justice, migrant justice, healing 
justice, transformative justice, and 
climate justice.
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We demand an end to the war against Black people. 

Since this country’s inception, there have been named and unnamed wars on our 
communities. We demand an end to state-sponsored surveillance, criminalization, 
incarceration, detention, deportation, and killing of our people.

WE DEMAND:
❖ END THE WAR ON BLACK YOUTH

❖ END THE WAR ON BLACK COMMUNITIES

❖ END THE WAR ON BLACK WOMEN

❖ END THE WAR ON BLACK TRANS, GENDER NONCONFORMING AND 

INTERSEX PEOPLE

❖ END THE WAR ON BLACK HEALTH AND BLACK DISABLED PEOPLE

❖ END THE WAR ON BLACK MIGRANTS

❖ END ALL JAILS, PRISONS AND IMMIGRATION DETENTION

❖ END THE DEATH PENALTY

❖ END THE WAR ON DRUGS

❖ END THE SURVEILLANCE OF BLACK COMMUNITIES

❖ END PRETRIAL DETENTION AND MONEY BAIL

❖ END MILITARIZATION OF LAW ENFORCEMENT

❖ END THE USE OF PAST CRIMINAL HISTORY
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END THE WAR ON 
BLACK COMMUNITIES:
SUMMARY 
REALLOCATE FUNDS AT THE FEDERAL, STATE, AND LOCAL 
LEVELS FROM POLICING AND INCARCERATION TO 
LONG-TERM COMMUNITY-BASED SAFETY STRATEGIES
.THE ISSUE:.
The explosion of surveillance, policing, mass criminalization, incarceration, and 
deportation that has devastated Black communities over the past four decades has 
been fueled by large-scale investments at all levels of government, accompanied by 
massive disinvestment from meeting community needs. The U.S. currently spends over 
$100 billion a year on policing and another $80 billion a year on jails and prisons, at a 
tremendous cost to the lives of Black people and communities, and to public safety.

.THE DEMAND:.
❖ Divest from surveillance, policing, mass criminalization, incarceration and 

deportation. Invest in making communities stronger and safer through quality, 
affordable housing, living wage employment, public transportation, education, 
health care, including voluntary, harm reduction and patient-driven, 
community-based mental health and substance abuse treatment, 
community-based transformative violence prevention and intervention 
strategies, and supports for criminalized populations. 

❖ Uncouple access to services, care, and support from the criminal punishment 
system.

❖ Provide reparations to survivors of police violence and their families, and to 

survivors of prison, detention and deportation violence, and their families.

.KEY FEDERAL LEGISLATION:.
❖ People’s Justice Guarantee.

❖ End Racial and Religious Profiling Act.

❖ Stop Militarization of Law Enforcement Act.

❖ End Qualified Immunity Act.

❖ PEACE (Police Exercising Absolute Care with Everyone) Act.
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https://www.congress.gov/116/bills/hres702/BILLS-116hres702ih.pdf
https://www.congress.gov/116/bills/s2355/BILLS-116s2355is.pdf
https://www.congress.gov/116/bills/hr1714/BILLS-116hr1714ih.pdf
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/7085?r=62&s=1
https://www.congress.gov/116/bills/hr4359/BILLS-116hr4359ih.pdf


END THE WAR ON BLACK YOUTH
SUMMARY

 THE ISSUE:.   
Black youth are systematically profiled and targeted by police, and make up 35% of 
arrests of people under 18; twice as likely to be arrested as white youth; 
disproportionately tried as adults; twice as likely to be sentenced to life without parole; 
five times as likely to be incarcerated or committed; and more likely to be sent to adult 
facilities, and to be held in solitary confinement. Disabled youth enter the system at 5 to 
6 times the rate of nondisabled youth, and LGBTQ youth are disproportionately 
incarcerated in juvenile detention facilities.

Schools, instead of serving as places of learning, nurturing, and growth, have become 
pathways to prison. Black students are more likely than white students to be 
suspended, expelled, subjected to corporal punishment ,arrested, and referred to law 
enforcement while attending school, and are routinely denied the opportunity to fully 
participate in public education. Black students are twice as likely to be arrested or 
referred to law enforcement while at school.
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.THE DEMAND:.
❖ Decriminalize youth under 23.

❖ Remove police and surveillance from 

schools.

❖ Direct resources toward violence 

prevention and transformative 

responses that create a nurturing and 

positive school climate for all students 

and create opportunities for youth to 

thrive in community.

.KEY FEDERAL LEGISLATION:.
❖ PUSHOUT! (Ending Punitive, Unfair, 

School-Based Harm that is Overt and 

Unresponsive to Trauma) Act

❖ End Corporal Punishment in Schools 

Act

❖ People’s Justice Guarantee

An immediate end to the criminalization and 
dehumanization of black youth across all areas of 
society, including, but not limited to, criminal and 
juvenile punishment and education systems, social 
service agencies, media, and pop culture

https://www.congress.gov/116/bills/hr5325/BILLS-116hr5325ih.pdf
https://www.congress.gov/116/bills/hr5325/BILLS-116hr5325ih.pdf
https://www.congress.gov/116/bills/hr5325/BILLS-116hr5325ih.pdf
https://www.congress.gov/115/bills/hr160/BILLS-115hr160ih.pdf
https://www.congress.gov/115/bills/hr160/BILLS-115hr160ih.pdf
https://pressley.house.gov/sites/pressley.house.gov/files/The%20Peoples%20Justice%20Guarantee%20One%20Pager.pdf


END THE WAR 
ON BLACK WOMEN
SUMMARY 

.THE ISSUE:.
Black women have historically and continue to experience some of the highest rates of 
violence, including lethal, physical, and sexual violence; highest rates of maternal 
mortality and stress-related medical conditions; and some of the highest rates of poverty 
and unemployment, of any group in the United States. Black women also have the 
highest rates of stops, police violence, arrests, incarceration, and carceral control among 
women, and represent the fastest growing prison and jail populations in the country. 
Black women also bear the brunt of the financial impacts of mass incarceration. Black 
women have been subjected to a long history of reproductive control, and are 
increasingly being denied access to abortion and comprehensive reproductive and 
gender affirming health services, and are primary targets of child welfare policing and the 
foster system.

.THE DEMAND:.
❖ Interrupt and end criminalization and deportation of Black women. Develop and 

support non-criminalizing and non-coercive, voluntary, accessible, harm 

reduction-based and trauma-informed responses to unmet mental health needs, 

drug use, involvement in the sex trades, survival theft, and community and 

interpersonal violence. These responses must prioritize, promote, and protect the 

safety, agency, and self-determination of Black women, girls, trans, and gender 

nonconforming people.

❖ Ensure that Black women have access to resources that will enable them to 

escape and avoid interpersonal and community violence, including living wage 

employment; quality, accessible, and affordable housing; immigration status; 

universal, quality, and accessible health care; comprehensive, culturally 

appropriate community-based mental health care; universal, quality, and 

accessible childcare; and healthy environments.

❖ Ensure full access to comprehensive sexual and reproductive health care and 

eliminate discriminatory barriers to health care for all people.

❖ Eliminate the foster system’s power to permanently and irreversibly destroy Black 

families through termination of parental rights. 2

Michael Ibidapo



.KEY FEDERAL LEGISLATION:.
❖ People’s Justice Guarantee

❖ PUSHOUT! Act (Ending Punitive, Unfair, School-Based Harm that is Overt and 

Unresponsive to Trauma Act)

❖ Domestic Violence Survivors Justice Act

❖ End Racial and Religious Profiling Act of 2019

❖ Security and Financial Empowerment (SAFE) Act

❖ Stop Shackling and Detaining Pregnant Women Act

❖ Black Maternal Health Momnibus Act of 2020

❖ MORE Act

❖ SAFE SEX Workers Study Act

❖ NO BAN Act

❖ National Domestic Workers’ Bill of Rights

❖ Paycheck Fairness Act

❖ Schedules that Work Act

❖ Universal Childcare and Early Learning Act

❖ Family and Medical Insurance Leave (FAMILY) Act

❖ Pregnant Workers Fairness Act

❖ Raise the Wage Act

❖ Healthy Families Act

❖ EACH Woman’s Act

❖ Women’s Health Protection Act

❖ Maternal Care Access and Reducing Emergencies (CARE) Act

❖ Maximizing Outcomes for Moms through Medicaid Improvement and 

Enhancement of Services (MOMMIES) Act

❖ Mothers Offspring Mortality and Morbidity Awareness (MOMMA’s) Act

❖ Access to Birth Control Act

❖ Access to Infertility Treatment and Care Act

❖ Affordability is Access Act
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https://pressley.house.gov/sites/pressley.house.gov/files/The%20Peoples%20Justice%20Guarantee%20One%20Pager.pdf
https://www.congress.gov/116/bills/hr5325/BILLS-116hr5325ih.pdf
https://www.congress.gov/116/bills/hr5325/BILLS-116hr5325ih.pdf
https://sanctuaryforfamilies.org/our-approach/advocacy/justice-for-incarcerated-survivors-ny/
https://www.congress.gov/116/bills/s2355/BILLS-116s2355is.pdf
https://www.congress.gov/115/bills/s2043/BILLS-115s2043is.pdf
https://congress.gov/116/bills/s648/BILLS-116s648is.pdf
https://www.congress.gov/116/bills/hr6142/BILLS-116hr6142ih.pdf
https://www.congress.gov/116/bills/hr3345/BILLS-116hr3345ih.pdf
https://www.congress.gov/116/bills/hr5448/BILLS-116hr5448ih.pdf
https://www.congress.gov/116/bills/hr2214/BILLS-116hr2214rh.pdf
https://www.domesticworkers.org/national-bill-rights-domestic-workers
https://www.congress.gov/116/bills/hr7/BILLS-116hr7pcs.pdf
https://www.congress.gov/116/bills/hr5004/BILLS-116hr5004ih.pdf
https://www.congress.gov/116/bills/s1878/BILLS-116s1878is.pdf
https://congress.gov/116/bills/hr1185/BILLS-116hr1185ih.pdf
https://www.congress.gov/116/bills/hr2694/BILLS-116hr2694ih.pdf
https://www.congress.gov/116/bills/hr582/BILLS-116hr582pcs.pdf
https://www.congress.gov/115/bills/hr1516/BILLS-115hr1516ih.pdf
https://www.congress.gov/116/bills/s758/BILLS-116s758is.pdf
https://www.congress.gov/116/bills/s1645/BILLS-116s1645is.pdf
https://www.congress.gov/116/bills/hr2902/BILLS-116hr2902ih.pdf
https://www.congress.gov/115/bills/s3494/BILLS-115s3494is.pdf
https://www.congress.gov/115/bills/s3494/BILLS-115s3494is.pdf
https://www.congress.gov/115/bills/hr5977/BILLS-115hr5977ih.pdf
https://www.congress.gov/114/bills/s2960/BILLS-114s2960is.pdf
https://www.congress.gov/116/bills/s1461/BILLS-116s1461is.pdf
https://www.congress.gov/114/bills/s1532/BILLS-114s1532is.pdf


2

 ACTION:  INCLUDING ADDITION TO ANTI -DISCRIMINATION 
CIVIL RIGHTS PROTECTIONS TO ENSURE FULL ACCESS TO 
EMPLOYMENT, HEALTH, HOUSING AND EDUCATION

END THE WAR ON BLACK TRANS, 
QUEER, GENDER NONCONFORMING 
AND INTERSEX PEOPLE: SUMMARY

.THE ISSUE:.
Discrimination, harassment, and violence against Black trans, intersex, queer, and gender 
nonconforming (LGBTQ+) people pervade virtually every institution and setting, including schools, 
workplaces, systems of policing, prisons, parole and probation, immigration, health care, and 
family and juvenile courts. As a result, Black LGBTQ+ people experience high levels of poverty, 
criminalization, health disparities, and exclusion in the U.S. Black trans women and gender 
nonconforming people in particular experience some of the highest levels of killings, violence, 
poverty, policing, criminalization, and incarceration of any group in the U.S.

.THE DEMAND:.
❖ End profiling, criminalization, police, and prison violence against Black trans and gender 

nonconforming people.

❖ Ensure access to safe and equitable, affirming, accessible, quality housing, employment, 

healthcare, social services, and education for trans, queer, and gender nonconforming 

people. This includes reducing unemployment and workplace discrimination; providing real, 

meaningful, and equitable universal health care; and full and equitable access to services, 

including counseling, community centers, and shelte

❖ Affirm gender self-determination in all aspects of life from birth, and ensure freedom from 

non-consensual medically unnecessary surgeries on intersex infants and children.

.KEY FEDERAL LEGISLATION:.
❖ Equality Act

❖ End Racial and Religious Profiling Act

❖ SAFE SEX Workers Study Act

❖ Therapeutic Fraud Prevention Act

Wyze

https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/BILLS-115s1006is/pdf/BILLS-115s1006is.pdf
https://www.congress.gov/116/bills/s2355/BILLS-116s2355is.pdf
https://khanna.house.gov/sites/khanna.house.gov/files/SAFE%20SEX%20Workers%20Study%20Act.pdf
https://www.congress.gov/116/bills/hr3570/BILLS-116hr3570ih.pdf


END THE WAR ON BLACK HEALTH 
AND BLACK DISABLED PEOPLE
SUMMARY 
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INCLUDING:
REAL, MEANINGFUL, AND 
EQUITABLE UNIVERSAL HEALTH 
CARE THAT GUARANTEES:
PROXIMITY TO NEARBY AND 
ACCESSIBLE COMPREHENSIVE 
HEALTH CENTERS,
CULTURALLY COMPETENT 
SERVICES FOR ALL OUR PEOPLE
DIGNITY, AUTONOMY, AND 
COMPREHENSIVE SYSTEMS OF 
CARE FOR DISABLED PEOPLE,
SPECIFIC SERVICES FOR QUEER, 
GENDER NONCONFORMING, AND 
TRANS PEOPLE,
FULL BODILY AUTONOMY, FULL 
REPRODUCTIVE SERVICES, 
MENTAL HEALTH AND DRUG 
TREATMENT,
PAID PARENTAL LEAVE, AND 
COMPREHENSIVE QUALITY 
CHILD AND ELDER CARE

.THE ISSUE:.
Black people across the U.S. have 
shorter life expectancy, higher rates of 
stress-related medical conditions such 
as high blood pressure, diabetes, heart 
disease, and unmet mental health 
needs, higher rates of chronic health 
issues, devastating rates of Black 
maternal and infant mortality, and high 
rates of mortality among our trans and 
gender nonconforming family. 

One quarter of the Black population in 
the United States, 35% of Black people 
aged 44-65, and almost half of Black 
people over 65, have some form of 
documented disability.

A history of systemic racism, ableism, 
medical violence, and neglect within 
the health care system, combined with 
denial of universal, affordable, 
competent and quality care, has placed 
access to medical care out of reach for 
the majority of Black people. 
Additionally, in the current political 
climate, Black women, trans, intersex, 
and gender nonconforming people are 
increasingly being denied access to full 
sexual, gender, and reproductive 
autonomy.

Disabled And Here



.THE DEMAND:.
Universal health care is more than Medicare for All. Our entire health care system must 

be reorganized to ensure the physical, mental, and spiritual health, well-being, 

self-determination, agency, and autonomy of Black people, to eliminate profiteering 

insurance, pharmaceutical, and medical equipment industries, and to create conditions 

that will allow healing of our bodies, minds and spirits, and of the generational trauma 

which contributes to the war on Black health.

We believe all Black people deserve excellent, free, equitable, and easily and physically 

accessible health care, delivered with dignity, and free from entanglement with 

systems of surveillance, policing, and punishment. We are entitled to health care that 

meets the full dimension of our health needs, including body, mind, spiritual, 

reproductive and emotional care, and particularly the needs of women, pregnant, 

LGBTQ+, intersex, disabled, and low-income people, workers, youth, and elders.

.KEY FEDERAL LEGISLATION:.
❖ Medicare for All (2019) Act

❖ EMPOWER Care Act

❖ Disability Integration Act

❖ CARE Act

❖ Repeal HIV Discrimination Act
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https://www.congress.gov/116/bills/hr1384/BILLS-116hr1384ih.pdf
https://www.congress.gov/115/bills/s2227/BILLS-115s2227is.pdf
https://congress.gov/116/bills/s117/BILLS-116s117is.pdf
https://www.congress.gov/115/plaws/publ271/PLAW-115publ271.pdf
https://www.congress.gov/116/bills/hr6054/BILLS-116hr6054ih.pdf


END THE WAR ON BLACK MIGRANTS
SUMMARY 
 ACTION:  REPEAL OF THE 1996 CRIME
 AND IMMIGRATION BILLS, AN END TO ALL DEPORTATIONS, 
IMMIGRANT DETENTION, IMMIGRATION AND CUSTOM 
ENFORCEMENT (ICE) RAIDS, AND ROVING BORDER 
PATROLS, AND MANDATED LEGAL REPRESENTATION IN IMMIGRATION COURT.
.THE ISSUE:.
Black migrants now account for 10% of the Black population and 7.2% of all non-citizens, and are 
disproportionately demonized and targeted for violence and exclusion at the border, criminalization, detention, 
and deportation. Among all migrants, Black migrants are nearly 3 times more likely to be detained and deported 
as a result of an alleged criminal offense. Migrants seeking to enter and living in the U.S. are subject to 
intensifying and violent militarized border enforcement, interior enforcement and raids, bans and bars to entry 
into the U.S.; the elimination of opportunities to claim asylum, as well as surveillance, policing, profiling, and 
criminalization; detention under inhuman conditions; family separation; and exclusions from access to programs 
to meet basic needs. At each of these points, migrants are experiencing physical and sexual violence, violation, 
degradation, torture and abuse, family separation, gross medical neglect, demonization, and are being forced 
return to dangerous or desperate conditions.

.THE DEMAND:.
❖ Elimination of restrictions on entry to the United States that disproportionately target and exclude Black 

migrants.
❖ An immediate end to all detention, deportations, Immigration and Custom Enforcement (ICE) raids, 

roving Border Patrols, and private and public immigration detentions centers.
❖ Repeal of the 1996 crime and immigration bills.
❖ Divestment from immigration enforcement institutions, corporations and border militarization 

apparatus, including Customs and Border Patrol (CBP) and the Department of Homeland Security (DHS).
❖ Mandatory, free, and accessible legal representation for migrants in immigration court, including 

language interpretation and disability accommodations.
❖ End the criminalization, surveillance, structural exclusion, demonization and deportation of Black 

migrants, particularly migrants who are undocumented, Muslim, trans, nonbinary, LGBQ+, disabled, 
people in the sex trade, people living with HIV, people who have criminal convictions, asylum seekers, 
refugees, low and no-income people, youth, DACA-mented and under-documented people.  

.KEY FEDERAL LEGISLATION:.
❖ Illegal Immigration Reform and Immigrant Responsibility Act
❖ Antiterrorism and Effective Death Penalty Act (AEDPA)
❖ NO BAN Act
❖ Dignity for Detained Migrants Act
❖ New Way Forward Act
❖ Stop Shackling and Detaining Pregnant Women Act
❖ DREAM Act 2



END TO ALL JAILS, PRISONS,
AND DETENTION 
SUMMARY

.THE ISSUE:.

The United States currently imprisons more human beings than any other country in 
the world, both in real numbers and as a percentage of the population. 

The number of migrants, including children separated from their families, incarcerated 
in detention centers has reached record numbers. While Black people represent about 
13% of the population of the U.S., we represent upwards of 40% of people caged in jails, 
prisons, and juvenile detention. One in 3 Black men, and 1 in 2 Black trans women, will 
face incarceration in their lifetimes. Black women represent the fastest growing prison 
and jail populations.  Black disabled people are disproportionately incarcerated in youth 
and adult jails, prisons, detention facilities, and state “hospitals.” One in 2 Black women 
have an incarcerated loved one, and 1 in 9 Black children has an incarcerated parent.

Incarcerated people are subjected to endemic physical, sexual, emotional, and 
spiritual violence, deprivation, degradation, violation, isolation, medical abuse and 
neglect, and forced labor, in gross violation of their civil and human rights. Mass 
criminalization, incarceration, detention, and deportation have devastating, 
generational impacts on individuals, families, communities, and generations of Black 
people.
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 ACTION:  AN END TO ALL JAILS, PRISONS, IMMIGRATION 
DETENTION, YOUTH DETENTION AND CIVIL COMMITMENT 
FACILITIES AS WE KNOW THEM AND THE ESTABLISHMENT 
OF POLICIES AND PROGRAMS TO ADDRESS THE 
CURRENT OPPRESSIVE CONDITIONS EXPERIENCED BY 
PEOPLE WHO ARE IMPRISONED



.THE DEMAND:.
❖ A moratorium on all prison, jail, immigrant and youth detention construction, 

without an accompanying expansion of home arrest or GPS monitoring or other 

forms of e-carceration.

❖ Decommission all prisons, jails, and immigration and youth detention centers not 

currently imprisoning people, followed by demolition or repurposing for non- 

punitive purposes.

❖ Retroactive elimination of sentences of life without parole (LWOP) and sentences 

that will result in death by incarceration.

❖ Immediate release of all elders, people in comas, on life support, or in end of life 

care in prisons and jails.

❖ Immediate release of all political prisoners, and an end to the use of 

incarceration and solitary confinement as a tool of political repression..

❖ An end to all jails, prisons, immigration and youth detention, and civil 

commitment facilities.

❖ Additional actions are needed to reduce the daily harms faced by imprisoned 

people while they are incarcerated and to increase their ability to maintain their 

health and wellbeing while they remain imprisoned.

.KEY FEDERAL LEGISLATION:.
❖ The People’s Justice Guarantee

❖ Dismantle Mass Incarceration for Public Health Act

❖ Prison Litigation Reform Act

❖ REAL Act

❖ MERCY Act

❖ Mississippi Correctional Safety and Rehabilitation Act of 2020
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https://pressley.house.gov/sites/pressley.house.gov/files/The%20Peoples%20Justice%20Guarantee%20One%20Pager.pdf
https://www.congress.gov/115/bills/s1458/BILLS-115s1458is.pdf
https://www.congress.gov/104/bills/s866/BILLS-104s866is.pdf
https://www.congress.gov/115/bills/hr254/BILLS-115hr254ih.pdf
https://www.congress.gov/114/bills/s1965/BILLS-114s1965is.pdf
https://legiscan.com/MS/bill/SB2123/2020
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.THE ISSUE.

Black people, including Black disabled, LGBTQ and low- and no-income people, are 
disproportionately sentenced to death in the U.S.

.THE DEMAND.
Abolish the death penalty, life without the possibility of parole (LWOP), and death by 
incarceration.

.KEY FEDERAL LEGISLATION.

❖ People’s Justice Guarantee

❖ For a list of pending state legislation on the death penalty, please visit the 
Death Penalty Information Center.

END THE DEATH PENALTY
SUMMARY

https://pressley.house.gov/sites/pressley.house.gov/files/The%20Peoples%20Justice%20Guarantee%20One%20Pager.pdf
https://deathpenaltyinfo.org/facts-and-research/recent-legislative-activity


END THE WAR ON DRUGS
SUMMARY
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.THE DEMAND:.
Immediately and retroactively decriminalize 
drug and prostitution-related offenses and 
invest savings into programs and services 
identified by people in the drug and sex trades, 
and implement a full and comprehensive 
reparations package for people, families, and 
communities harmed by the drug war and 
criminalization of prostitution.

.KEY FEDERAL LEGISLATION:.
❖ The MORE Act, which would federally 

decriminalize marijuana and provide for 
expungement and investment in 
communities affected by the “War on 
Drugs.”

❖ The People’s Justice Guarantee, which 
would decriminalize drugs and 
prostitution-related offenses and invest in 
affected communities.

❖ The SAFE SEX Workers Study Act, which 
would mandate a study of the impact of 
legislation restricting use of online 
platforms on the health and safety of 
people in the sex trades.

 ACTION:  RETROACTIVE DECRIMINALIZATION, IMMEDIATE RELEASE, AND 
RECORD EXPUNGEMENT FOR ALL DRUG RELATED OFFENSES AND 
PROSTITUTION, REPARATIONS FOR THE DEVASTATING IMPACTS OF THE 
“WAR ON DRUGS” AND THE CRIMINALIZATION OF PROSTITUTION, AND 
REINVESTMENT IN COMMUNITY-BASED TRANSFORMATIVE APPROACHES TO 
HARM, HEALTH SERVICES, HOUSING, JOB PROGRAMS, AND OTHER 
PROGRAMS BASED ON THE NEEDS IDENTIFIED BY INDIVIDUALS AND 
COMMUNITIES IMPACTED BY THE SEX AND DRUG TRADES 

.THE ISSUE:.
The “War on Drugs” has been a primary 
driver of mass criminalization, incarceration, 
and law enforcement violence targeting 
Black people over the past five decades, 
devastating families, communities, and 
generations. Prostitution enforcement has 
consistently served as a mechanism for 
profiling, pathologization, targeting, 
physical and sexual violence, 
criminalization, and structural exclusion for 
Black women, trans, and gender 
nonconforming people, and regulation of 
sexual and reproductive autonomy. Both 
the drug war and prostitution enforcement 
divert millions of dollars away from meeting 
the needs of people with substance 
dependence and people in the drug and 
sex trades, including non-coercive,
accessible, and evidence-based treatment, 
housing, health care, education, and living 
wage employment.

https://www.congress.gov/116/bills/s2227/BILLS-116s2227is.pdf
https://www.congress.gov/116/bills/hres702/BILLS-116hres702ih.pdf
https://www.congress.gov/116/bills/hr5448/BILLS-116hr5448ih.pdf


AN END TO THE MASS SURVEILLANCE 
OF BLACK COMMUNITIES 
SUMMARY
 ACTION:  INCLUDING THE USE OF TECHNOLOGIES THAT 
DISPROPORTIONATELY MONITOR AND CRIMINALIZE US 
(INCLUDING GANG DATABASES, FACIAL RECOGNITION TOOLS, IMSI 
CATCHERS, DRONES, BODY CAMERAS, PREDICTIVE POLICING SOFTWARE, 
ELECTRONIC MONITORS, AND RISK ASSESSMENT ALGORITHMS)

.THE ISSUE:.
While the vast and web of surveillance spreading throughout the U.S. impacts everyone, the harm 
to targeted groups, including Black, Latinx, Arab, Muslim, South Asian, Middle Eastern, and migrant 
communities, disabled people, low- and no-income, homeless or precariously housed people, and 
anyone receiving government benefits or using public services - including health care, housing, and 
schools - people involved in the sex trades and other criminalized economies, people who may be 
seeking self-managed abortion and other forms of health care, and activists who challenge state 
and corporate power is grossly disproportionate. Surveillance is increasingly being proposed as an 
alternative to incarceration, and corporations are increasingly profiting from our data.

.THE DEMAND:.
❖ An end to the long-standing monitoring and criminalization of Black people.
❖ Diversion of public funds used for surveillance to meeting community needs.
❖ Elimination of gang databases and related information sharing, and provisions giving 

individuals placed on gang databases with notice and an opportunity to seek removal.
❖ Elimination of surveillance of targeted communities, including people accessing public 

benefits, hospitals, and services, disabled people, people in the sex trades, people seeking 
and providing information about self-managed abortion, political activists, Arab, Muslim, 
Middle Eastern, and South Asian people and communities, and people on probation or 
parole. 

.KEY FEDERAL LEGISLATION:.
❖ Justice in Forensic Algorithms Act, which would protect the rights of people accused of 

crimes.
❖ Electronic Communications Privacy Act (ECPA), establishing digital due process.
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https://takano.house.gov/newsroom/press-releases/rep-takano-introduces-the-justice-in-forensic-algorithms-act-to-protect-defendants-due-process-rights-in-the-criminal-justice-system
https://www.congress.gov/bill/99th-congress/house-bill/4952


AN END TO PRETRIAL DETENTION, MONEY BAIL, RISK 
ASSESSMENT, MANDATORY FINES, FEES, COURT 
SURCHARGES, AND “DEFENDANT FUNDED” COURT 
PROCEEDINGS
SUMMARY
.THE ISSUE:.
The use of pretrial detention and money bail has contributed to the 500% explosion in U.S. 
jail populations over the last forty years. Tonight around 600,000 people will sleep in a 
local jail, even though over 75%, or about 462,000 people, have not been convicted of any 
crime. Most are caged, in some cases for periods of months or years, because they are 
unable to post bail. Others are there because they were deemed a risk to themselves or 
their communities, often by racially biased risk assessment tools. Still others are there 
because they were unable to pay a fee or fine imposed by a judge in a criminal or civil 
proceeding.

People incarcerated pretrial without bail are often held based on presumptions of 
dangerousness rooted in anti-Blackness, ableism, homophobia, and transphobia, risk 
assessments that rely on data that is based on -  and reinforces -  existing racial and 
economic disparities in policing, employment, and housing, and mandatory detention of 
undocumented migrants. Once held on bail, people are more likely to plead guilty to 
avoid long pretrial detention.

Pretrial detention takes a devastating toll on criminalized people and communities, 
including severe financial hardship; physical, sexual, and other forms of violence in jails 
and detention centers; denial of necessary health care or treatment; contact with 
immigration authorities leading to potential detention and deportation; and loss of 
housing, employment, and child custody.

 It also costs communities $38 million dollars a day. 

In addition to the financial burdens of bail, criminalized populations are subject to 
criminal fees and fines, further impoverishing working class, low- and no-income Black 
people and creating additional risks of incarceration, loss of licenses, asset seizure, and 
credit and child welfare as a consequence of inability to pay.
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.THE DEMAND:.
❖ End money bail and pretrial detention
❖ Eliminate risk assessments
❖ Eliminate criminal punishment fees and 

fines

.KEY FEDERAL LEGISLATION:.
❖ People’s Justice Guarantee

https://pressley.house.gov/sites/pressley.house.gov/files/The%20Peoples%20Justice%20Guarantee%20One%20Pager.pdf


.THE ISSUE:.
Since 1990, the U.S. Department of Defense has transferred over $6 billion in military 
equipment to local law enforcement agencies, including school and campus police, 
through the Excess Property 1033 Grant program. Military weapons, including tanks and 
grenade launchers, have disproportionately been deployed by SWAT Teams against Black 
communities in the “War on Drugs” and suppression of dissent. Customs and Border Patrol 
(CBP) has also received at least $39 million in military equipment through the program, 
deploying military weapons against migrants. 

.THE DEMAND:.
We demand an immediate ban on the use of military equipment by law enforcement and 

Border Patrol in all circumstances.

We demand an immediate end to the transfer of military equipment to federal, state, and 

local police, and campus law enforcement agencies, and an immediate end to the use of 

military equipment by any law enforcement agency, including Customs and Border Patrol.

We demand immediate disclosure of all military equipment transferred and acquired and 

its intended use by federal, state, and local governments.

.KEY FEDERAL LEGISLATION:.
H.R.7143 (To repeal the military surplus program) 

Stop Militarizing Law Enforcement Act
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THE DEMILITARIZATION OF LAW 
ENFORCEMENT, INCLUDING LAW 
ENFORCEMENT IN SCHOOLS, 
COLLEGE CAMPUSES, AND 
MEDICAL FACILITIES
SUMMARY



END THE USE OF PAST CRIMINAL 
HISTORY TO DETERMINE ELIGIBILITY 
FOR HOUSING, EDUCATION, LICENSES, 
VOTING, LOANS, EMPLOYMENT, AND 
OTHER SERVICES AND NEEDS
SUMMARY

2

.THE ISSUE.

Over 73 million people—or one in three people in the U.S.—currently have a record of 
past criminal history, triggering dozens of collateral consequences affecting access to 
education, employment and professional licenses, housing, social services and 
benefits, parental and adoption rights, freedom of movement, and voting rights. Given 
profound racial disparities at every stage of the criminal punishment system, Black 
people are disproportionately affected by these restrictions and exclusions.

.THE DEMAND.

Eliminate restrictions and exclusions on access to housing, education, employment, 
social programs and benefits, voting rights, parental rights, and other civil rights based 
on prior criminal convictions.

.KEY FEDERAL LEGISLATION.

❖ Ban the Box/Fair Chance legislation applying to employment, housing, 
licensing, and educational opportunities, including federal financial aid.

❖ Repeal federal, state, and local bans on receipt of social assistance based on 
prior convictions.
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